AND THE
‘ECOSYSTEM

Wolves are the keystone species because their

absence can cause a rippling destructive effect

on the ecological system. Let's find out how!
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Wolves help maintain the stability of the food
chain by keeping in check the population
of predators, such as coyotes, and other

animals, such as elks.

The elimination of
wolves from Yellowstone
National Park once
resulted in an alarming
increase in the moose
popul-:::ticm, Iecding

to overgrazing of

the park’'s habitat.

After reintroducing wolves in Yellowstone,

the coyote population reduced to normail,

increasing the survival rate of pronghorns,
the most preyed on by coyotes.

The carcasses left behind by wolves are
food to other scavengers such as bears,
ravens, and magpies.
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The distributed wolf kills help maintain
high soil macronutrients, microbial biomass,
and leaf nitrogen levels.
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